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Recommendations for Learning Accommodations


Special Needs Children








Use eye contact and physical proximity, or develop an unobtrusive cue system (gesture) to bring the child back on task.  It is best if this strategy is used without the knowledge of the other students.





Make tasks brief, literally cutting the paper in half when necessary.  Break lessons into short segments.  Consider shortened assignments.





Preferential seating (i.e., close proximity to teacher).  Consider alternate test setting such as the resource room with fewer distractions and smaller student/teacher ratio.





Follow a low interest task with a more enjoyable one, with the latter contingent on the former’s completion.  Allowing short breaks between tasks may also be helpful.





Allow provisions for physical movement (e.g., distributing materials, running errands, etc.)





Have the student repeat directions or perform a sample item to ensure understanding and attention to task.  Repeat or highlight instructions.





The use of an assignment book, monitored by the teacher and parents, may increase the student’s work completion, as well as improve organizational skills.  It also provides a useful tool for home-school communication.





Use multiple modalities (e.g., auditory, visual, tactile, etc.) when presenting directions, explanations, and instructional content.





Make sure the student has visual cues during oral presentations.





Make extensive use of repetition, rephrasing, and summarization when presenting information orally.





Draw the student’s attention to key aspects of auditory communications as then occur (e.g., repeat important points, call the student by name, tell the student which information is particularly important, etc.).





If improvement is not seen in the student’s work completion, a self-monitoring technique may be helpful in improving the student’s use of independent seatwork time.





Use attention-grabbing strategies to insure the student’s attention (e.g., signal the start of a lesson by flashing the lights on and off or ringing a bell; add intrigue to the lesson by shrouding it in mystery; use dramatics, etc.).





Use attention-keeping techniques (e.g., seating near the teacher; providing visual anchors for the lesson, use a multi-sensory means of presenting material, use hands-on demonstrations when possible, etc.)





Teach organizational skills and permit time to organize desk during class.





Provide more frequent feedback.





Establish a behavioral chart to monitor on-task behaviors.








