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Antidepressants





	COST-BENEFIT OF MEDICATION TREATMENT:


	As we discussed in session, all medicines have a cost-benefit balance that we must consider all the time we take medications.  All medicines, even over-the-counter and natural or herbal medications, have an effect on the body similar to that of a number of foods and recreational substances.  We also need to remember that some medications also affect how our skin tans and burns. 


	MEDICATIONS FOR THIS PLUS OTHER CONDITIONS:


	Also, what medications combinations prescribed in this practice may need to change when medications for short-term or chronic treatments for another condition are added to the person’s system.  Other chronic conditions might change the way a person’s body utilizes medications prescribed by us.


	CHILDREN AND PREGANCY:


	 With children, we not only consider the cost-benefit of treatment compared to non-treatment now, but also how today’s treatment may affect the child’s body in the far future-or how today’s medications may affect a pregnancy a number of years in the future.  Most medications for children have not been formally studied in children or pregnant moms because of ethical concerns with experimentation on humans who cannot properly consent.  Therefore there is little “evidence based” laboratory studies on the effects of medications on children.  Fortunately, there is a much larger body of clinical information that guides today’s clinician to try to do the right thing for you and/or your loved one who is using medications. 


	MEDIA HYPE:





